
For more information, contact your 
Naples Daily News representative today.
or call 239.263.4730

strip ads             Read. 
  Advertise.    
                                 Grow.

Place your ad in a prime 
location for maximum 
visibility.

With Strip Ads your message will 
standout in a great location!
By placing your message in a strip ad that 
runs along the bottom of the front page or 
in our newspaper sections you can reach 
more adults every day.

AD SIZE
6 column x 1.75 inch 

2011 FRONT PAGE STRIP AD RATES
Color Included
FROM	 $1,263.29 - $1,860.80

2011 SECTION FRONT STRIP AD RATES
Color Included
From	 $758.03 - $1,116.68

NOTE:
1.	 Strips are available on a first come, first serve basis.
2.	 Some pages may not be available at certain times in order 

to accommodate editorial needs.

SPORTS»

A few years ago, Ohio 
State issued a press release 
to reinforce to the media 
that they are not just Ohio 
State. They are THE Ohio 
State University.

Well, Saturday night 
in Columbus, THE Ohio 
State Buckeyes are playing 
for much 
more than 
just their 
university. 
They are 
playing 
for the 
entire Big 
Ten Con-
ference.

Do you 
know 
when the last time a team 
from the Big Ten won a 
big football game against 
someone not from the Big 
Ten? September 2006. A 
week apart, Ohio State 
beat Texas and Michigan 
throttled Notre Dame. 
Three years ago. And 
that’s the last time the 
Big Ten ruled the college 
football world.

Oh sure, there have been 
times since then that Big 
Ten teams were undefeat-
ed and ranked No. 1 or 2. 
However, everyone but the 
Big Ten knew it was only 
temporary. For the last 
three years the Big Ten, 
has been a college football 
punch line. Or more accu-
rately, a punching bag.

In the last three seasons, 
the Big Ten has a bowl re-
cord of 6-16. Their record 
in BCS bowls: 0-6. Number 
of those games decided by 
two touchdowns or more? 
Five.

I’m not talking Michi-
gan going 3-9 or the year 
before losing to Appala-
chian State. I’m just talking 
about the big games. And 
when given a shot during 
the regular season lately to 
make a statement against 
top competition? In 2007, 
it was Oregon 39, Michigan 
7. Last year it was USC 35, 
Ohio State 3.

I don’t want to hear 
excuses. Bottom line, you 
have been getting your 
butt kicked. It’s time for it 
to stop. Time for someone 
to stand up for the once-
mighty Big Ten. Who bet-
ter than THE Ohio State 
University?

The Buckeyes are the 
poster child for the Big 
Ten’s fall from grace, 
losing three straight BCS 
bowl games by a combined 
103-59. Two of those games 
were blowout losses for 
the national championship. 
Ouch! Throw last year’s 
humiliation in Southern 
California on top of the 
pile, and a legitimate ques-
tion is now being asked. 
Can the Big Ten teams 
compete with the likes of 
USC, the SEC and Big 12?

I say yes. Not every day. 
But this Saturday, they 

You got game. We got game day.
Game’s on. Everybody’s hungry. Kick the weekend off right with the 

Publix Ultimate Tailgate party “Game Day” meal deals.

Dallas Cowboys vs. Tampa Bay Buccaneers,  Sunday Sep. 13 @ 1:00 p.m.

Check your local Publix for details.
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Opinion

David
Moulton

This week’s 
games
■ Miami-Archbishop 

Carroll at Barron 
Collier

■ St. John Neumann at 
Estero

■ First Baptist Acad-
emy at Bradenton-St. 
Stephens Episcopal, 
4:30 p.m.

■ Palmetto Ridge at 
Golden Gate

■ Gulf Coast at Lely

■ Naples at Immokalee

■ South Fort Myers at 
East Lee County

All games 7:30 p.m. 
unless noted

The Pricer fi le
■ 2009 0-1 (resigned 
 Thursday, one day 
 before second  
 game)

■ 2008 7-4 (lost to Dunbar
  in regional 
 quarterfi nals)

■ 2007 5-5

Previously

■ 1977-2006 Lely, assistant 
 coach

■ 1976 Naples High, 
 assistant 
 coach

Pricer was offensive 
and defensive lines coach 
in 1987 when Lely 
fi nished runner-up in 
Class 3A.

Remember 
when the Big 
Ten was top 
of the heap?

Inside
■ Keeping TE Aaron 
Hernandez healthy is a 
priority for the Gators  5C

■ Canes’ running back 
Graig Cooper is off to a
quick start  5C

naplesnews.com
Game 3 of the FSL playoffs between the 
Miracle and Stone Crabs was in progress at 
press time. Go online for a report.

PrepZone | Friday night football

By Adam Fisher
afi sher@naplesnews.com

Tim Speakman knows better 
than anyone the intensity that sur-
rounds the Battle for the Gate.

A year ago, Speakman was 
running Palmetto Ridge football 
practices, trying to get his team 
ready for the annual game against 
Golden Gate. He saw the motiva-
tion and desire in his Bears to beat 

their biggest rival.
After resigning from Palmet-

to Ridge following last season, 
Speakman is now the o� ensive 
coordinator at Golden Gate. To-
night, he’ll be coaching against 
many of the same Bears players 
he led to victory over the Titans 
the past three years.

“It’s going to be hard for me,” 
Speakman said. “I went through a 
lot of blood, sweat and tears with 
Palmetto Ridge kids that are there 
now. It’s going to be very hard. 
It’s tough for me because I have 
mixed emotions.”

In the end, though, Speakman 
hopes Golden Gate brings back 

The Gate swings open 
for Titans, Bears rivalry

Golden Gate senior quarterback Devin Woods looks 
to head upfi eld as the Titans took on Gulf Coast last 
weekend. Gulf Coast won 35-21.  Ken Lane/File 

The annual battle fi nds 
ex-Palmetto Ridge 
coach Tim Speakman 
on the Titans’ sideline
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PRICER OUT AT LELY
DISTRICT CITES HEALTH REASONS WHILE THE COACH SAYS HE RESIGNED UNDER 
PRESSURE. EITHER WAY, HE WON’T BE ON THE SIDELINES FOR TONIGHT’S GAME

Lely football coach Steve Pricer conducts an after-school practice at Lely High School in August. David Albers/fi le
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“I’ve been getting phone calls constantly since the announcement, with people being concerned 
about my health. One person even asked me if I had cancer.”

— Former Lely football coach Steve Pricer

Pricer said he resigned 
Thursday rather than 
being fi red following 
a dispute with Lely 
administrators over 
continuing practice when 
the light on the fi eld’s 
lightning meter was on.

In a phone interview 
Thursday afternoon, 
Ruby repeated the 
district’s stance that 
Pricer resigned for 
health reasons. He did 
not return calls from the 
Daily News on Thursday 
night.

By Roger LaLonde and Adam Fisher
rjlalonde@marconews.com 
and afi sher@naplesnews.com 

Just hours after Collier County Pub-
lic Schools issued a press release say-
ing Lely football coach Steve Pricer 
resigned because of health issues, 
the now ex-Trojans coach said his 
health is not why he is no longer on 
the sideline.

What’s true is, as Lely prepares for 
its second game of the season tonight 
at home against Gulf Coast, Pricer is 
no longer the coach after 32 years at 
the school. Pricer said he resigned 
Thursday rather than being fi red fol-
lowing a dispute with Lely administra-
tors over continuing practice when 
the light on the fi eld’s lightning meter 
was on.

The incident occurred Wednesday 
afternoon. After a lightning delay, 

Pricer brought his players back on the 
fi eld even though the lightning meter, 
which signals lightning in the area and 
tells coaches and players they must go 
inside, was still on. Because the skies 
were clear, Pricer said, he felt the light 
on the meter was malfunctioning.

Pricer decided to speak out about 
his resignation after he read the school 
district’s news release announcing his 
resignation, which indicated it was for 
health reasons, noting he had knee 
surgery recently.

“That’s just not true,” Pricer said. 
“I’ve been getting phone calls con-
stantly since the announcement, with 
people being concerned about my 
health. One person even asked me if 
I had cancer.”

Pricer chose to resign, e� ective im-
mediately, after meeting with Lely 
principal Ken Fairbanks and athletic 
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